
Report to the Annual General Meeting of the Simon’s Town Civic Association 
Property Portfolio. 

February 2014 

 
The property team comment on all building developments requiring departures or comment from the City and from Province. 
Applications range from comments on relaxation of building lines, second dwellings, bread and breakfast establishments, garden 
rentals, unlawful building works(built without proper plans), waiver of title deed conditions, sub divisions, new developments 
such as retirement villages , shopping centres,  residential etc. Towards a hundred applications per annum are processed. 
Our representatives also sit on the Simon’s Town Architectural Advisory Committee which comment  on all plan submissions 
within the Conservation Area which runs from the Simon’s Town Station through to Belmont Road from the main road up to the 
Urban Edge on the mountain side. The aim of this committee is to maintain the sense of place and architectural cohesion that is 
the Simon’s Town Heritage Area. 
 Of particular concern are developments planned outside our Urban Edge and particularly those in the protected World Heritage 
site of the Cape Floristic Kingdom together with its Buffer Zones. We have recently objected strongly to proposed developments 
at Rocklands Farm, Partridge Point and in Glencairn. Castle Rock is also being carefully watched in an effort to prevent new 
buildings spoiling the view from the Scenic Route and to help make sure that the buildings which are built  blend in with their 
surroundings 
On the 4th December 2013 we met with City Officials Ossie Gonsalves and Kier Hennessy and at their request put forward some 
of our concerns. They were asked to comment and/or follow up on various issues which include, 

1) The status of a promised report/ geotechnical survey on storm-water and soil slumping problems in the area. 
2) Applications sent out by the City often are lacking in sufficient information to allow an informed comment. In particular 

plans of proposed works may be missing. The City was aware of this problem and promised to resolve it, probably by 
sending out electronic copies of the plans.  

3) Clarity was sought on the routing of planning applications within the Heritage conservation area.  It was confirmed that 
these should be first directed to the City who will then forward them to the correct departments and advisory bodies. 

4) Plan Scrutiny came under the spotlight as it had been noted that plans had been approved which did not comply with 
the rules. An example was made of the Height restrictions being ignored in the conservation area. Five examples of 
over height buildings in one street were cited together with photographs and or a copy of plans. One extreme example 
is of a building some 20 metres high being approved whilst the height restriction at that time under the South Peninsula 
amendment stated that no building should exceed two storeys and that the maximum height of any building shall not 
exceed 12 metres. The photo below shows adjacent over height buildings both approved by the City !! (the far two). 

 
 

  
It was pointed out that the City by their actions had opened themselves up to litigation particularly where such an over 
height building was in front of existing properties affecting the view. 
5) We also asked the City officials their view of the sanctity of the Urban Edge, the Buffer zones and Cape Floral Kingdom 

particularly given the recent Mayoral committee rulings on such issues. 
6) Plans are now regularly received for work already complete, some of these unlawful structures have been completed 

and occupied for years whilst some are under construction. As we cannot sanction unlawful work we simply have to 
note that we are aware of it and leave to the City to take the necessary action (often with a little prodding).  



There have been instances where work has been approved by the City where those approving plans have ignored the 
legal requirements of the property such as NEMA( the National Environmental Management Act), Title deeds , 
Township regulations and the Coastal zone. This happened in the development of a large property in Gay Road. In other 
cases unlawful and dangerous excavations have taken place in both Dorries Drive and in Glencairn Heights. The City has 
had to be prompted to take appropriate measures to ensure the safety of the neighbours and the general public.  
 
In closing we have to thank the Far South Community Forum and organisations like Glencairn Action Group and Geese 
for their support on ecological and zoning matters in particular. Whilst this report is penned by the writer thanks must 
go to the team, in particular Hilary Jacobs who comments on all the site visits and is a valuable representative on the 
Architectural Advisory Committee. Lorraine Holloway, our chair, whose tenacity when dealing with the major issues be 
they ecological or bureaucratic is outstanding and Nicky Holderness whose knowledge of City planning issues is 
invaluable.  
 
If you are interested in assisting with this portfolio please let yourself be known to the incoming committee as there is a 
shortage of volunteers with the appropriate background. 
 
Roger Bagshaw 
Property Portfolio 
Simon’s Town Civic Association 


