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The Environment Portfolio has been established over the past year. It consists of three Pillars: 

Heritage, Coast and Mountainside, in different levels of organisation, maturity and relationship with 

the Simon’s Town Civic Association (STCA).  

 

Heritage is the principal concern of the Simon’s Town Historical Society, which is well established 

with its own character, connections, long term ambitions and hard-working Executive. The STCA is 

pleased to help to communicate their achievements to a wider audience. There is also a strong 

heritage link in the Simon’s Town Architectural Advisory Committee, which watches over the nature 

of proposals for development along the Simon’s Town Historic Mile. Both organisations serve on the 

AAC under the chairmanship of the Ward Councillor, Simon Liell-Cock.  

 

The Simon’s Town Coastal Forum has recently been established to bring together like-minded 

individuals and organisations to celebrate and conserve the wonders of the area; the rocky coast of 

Glencairn with its estuary and beach, the working naval harbours, and the wild southern coast where 

the UNESCO World Heritage Site sweeps down to the sea. Organisations in the Forum fall into 

several categories: local environmental action groups focussed on specific areas such as the 

Glencairn wetlands, or to protect specific charismatic animals like sharks, whales and dolphins; 

leisure and sporting organisations for yachting and power boating; the tourist industry providing 

opportunities for diving, kayaking and whale watching; locally based national institutions; and the 

many entities within the City of Cape Town concerned with coastal matters such as amenities and 

marine law enforcement. Residents are welcome to join the Forum as individual members.  

 

The Forum meets quarterly and uses the Round and About blog to inform its members, and the 

wider Simon’s Town community, of news and events. Recent postings have included news of killer 

whales off Simon’s Town, on Robots in the Ocean and the involvement of Simon’s Town in this 

pioneering technological development, the successful removal of a whale carcass from False Bay 

thanks to joint action by authorities and local community organisations of the ST Coastal Forum, and 

the continuing benefits to be derived from the Marine Protected Areas along our coast. The 

membership of the Coastal Forum stands at some twenty organisations and thirty individuals. The 

intention is to build on this number in the course of the next year. 

 

The Simon’s Town Mountain Workshop was held in November 2013 with some twenty enthusiastic 

participants coming together to find ways in which our surrounding mountain areas can be 

protected and conserved. Issues raised included preventing unwanted developments in the UNESCO 

World Heritage Site and its Buffer Zone, the continued clearing of alien vegetation so as to reduce 

fire, health and safety hazards, the need for a study to emphasise the economic value of the area, 

and ways in which conservation efforts can attract people to enjoy our mountain. The feeling of the 

participants was that the way forward was to encourage civic society, individuals and environmental 

groups, to involve themselves in these matters, thereby assisting the relevant authorities and 

ensuring the success of initiatives to address these concerns. The Simon’s Town Civic Association will 



take firm action to address the issues raised at the Mountain Workshop, and residents and 

organisations will be most welcome to help in these initiatives. 
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