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Introduction 
A workshop was held in April 2014 to redefine our role and identify a way forward as well as 
identifying certain key priorities and projects. The STCA has taken small steps this year towards 
achieving as much as possible for the community and the environment in terms of our objectives.  
 
The report back below seeks to describe the highlights of our year and challenges we all face as a 
community.  
 
1. Community Self Sufficiency 
In order to promote community self-sufficiency, the STCA has raised awareness of the City of Cape 
Town Call Centre which deals with a multitude of problems. The community is urged to make use of 
this call centre to report problems and issues. Obviously on those occasions where the community 
needs to call on the civic for assistance it will be most willingly forthcoming. 
 
For the Service Delivery and Complaints Centre 
SMs:    31373 
e-mail: contact.us@capetown.gov.za  
Phone 0860 103089 (between 07:30 to 17:00). 
Your issue will be logged & a reference number provided. 
 
2. Communication  
The community blog (launched on 18 September 2013) was designed especially to keep locals 
informed of what is going on in Greater Simon’s Town. The blog currently has 5 stakeholders, the 
Community Police Forum, the STCA, Simon’s Town Business Association, the Coastal Forum and 
Human Wildlife Solutions.  
 
The use of the blog has yet to mature and reach its full potential as a communication tool, but there 
are plans afoot in 2014 to make the community blog key to communication with the community; 
and to increase the number of people on the community email distribution list which can be done by 
subscribing to the blog. 

 
3. Membership of the STCA 
The STCA is a non profit organisation, but every organisation needs funding to carry out their 
activities with some measure of success within the community. So we ask residents to join or renew 
their membership at our AGM to be held on 19 February 2014 at 6.30pm for 7.00pm in the Town 
Hall, Simon’s Town. 
 
The STCA finances are very carefully and meticulously managed and any decision to make use of the 
funding is agreed by the committee.  
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4. Building on working relationships  
A lot of attention has been paid to cultivating working relationships in order to achieve results and 
forge future ties with all those organisations and individuals with whom the civic interacts during the 
course of their activities which include: 
 
Working with our Councillor 
A mutually supportive working relationship exists between the civic and our Councillor with a 
monthly ‘workshop’ which deal s with as many issues as possible  so they are not held over from 
month to month.  
 
Changes to planning legislation, inappropriate development and law enforcement are high priority 
items where the civic calls on the support of the Councillor to represent our interests and lobby with 
the Authorities on our behalf. 
  
Working with the City  
Ossie Gonsavles, City District and Regional Planner extended an invitation during the latter part of 
2013 to meet individually with civic and environmental organisations in order to establish a vision  
and develop a manifesto for each area. Meetings with our local organisations took place on 3 and 4 
December 2013. 
 
The planners were taken on a tour of our area from Glencairn to Smitwinkel Bay to discuss and point 
out all our concerns for our area including inappropriate proposed developments including those 
applied for in the World Heritage site buffer zone. More meetings of this nature with the City are 
anticipated. 
 
SANParks 
The civic would like to forge a more interactive and mutually beneficial working relationship with 
SANParks. This would be of considerable benefit to the STCA as it holds an environmental portfolio 
which embraces both coast and mountain. 
 
Navy 
With Simon’s Town being a naval town, the STCA has a naval liaison role which is fulfilled by Geoff 
Brundrit. The STCA maintains a cordial relationship with the Navy and takes the opportunity to 
collaborate with them at the time of the Navy Festival. The Navy will be included in the plans for the 
next Spring Festival in 2014.  
 
Ward Committees and Far South Peninsula Community Forum (FSPCF)   
Civic volunteers do not only sit on the civic committee, they also represent community interests on 
the City Ward Committees and the Far South Peninsula Community Forum (FSPCF). The FSPCF is an 
umbrella organisation which constitutes the most powerful voice when challenging the City. 
 
(The Far South Peninsula Community Forum is the joint voice of civic, community and environmental 
member organizations in the Far South Peninsula. Communities represented: Clovelly, Fish Hoek, 
Glencairn, Imhoffs Gift, Kommetjie, Masiphumelele, Misty Cliffs, Noordhoek, Ocean View, Red Hill, 
Scarborough, Simon's Town, Smitswinkel Bay, Sunnydale, Sun Valley) 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

5. New Development and Planning Applications 
There needs to be a raised awareness within our community as to the importance of the 
preservation of our natural assets for future generations. 
 
The status and preservation of our World Heritage Site (WHS) has come under the spotlight over 
this last year following applications to develop within the WHS. These applications and departures, 
compromise the urban edge, the coastal zone, local and regional statutory plans and the 
International status of our WHS. 
 
In this regard the STCA will continue to co-operate and collaborate with the City, but we will 
challenge decisions taken by the City where they are inappropriate and not in the best interests of 
the community and the environment.  
 
One of the biggest challenges is to ensure that the City adhere to their own planning legislation and 
carefully scrutinise and consider all applications received especially where development is proposed 
in our World HeritageSite. 
 
By way of example: 
The FSPCF stated in a recent objection to a departure in Castle Rock that:  “The City’s policies are the 
result of considerable consultation, research and input from experts. It is our responsibility to ensure 
that they are not cast aside by individual requests which have irreversible negative impacts on our 
scenic routes, beautiful coastline, and mountain heritage.” 
 
The STCA stated in a recent objection to the same departure as above that: “Castle Rock falls within 
the World Heritage Site Buffer Zone. We, therefore, object to these departures as this is a very 
distinctive area with critical requirements identified in International, National and Provincial 
Legislation, and the City’s planning policies.”  
 
Any development in this protected area should be subject to much tighter restrictions, including 
EIAs, in order to preserve its integrity. The City, when considering any application for development 
or extensions of buildings, must take this legislation into consideration. In addition, each application 
should require a site visit by City officials to ensure decisions are based on complete information.  
The assessment of developments in a World Heritage Site purely by the perusal of plans or maps is 
not sufficient, if this should be the case”. 
 
Property Developments 
The STCA responds to all new applications for development in Greater Simon’s Town. 
 
Current new developments in progress include: 
ERF 61 Proposed Rotary Retirement Village Glencairn   
Dido Valley (housing for Red Hill residents) 
Rocklands Farm  
Partridge Point  
 
Marine Oil Refinery site – the STCA is awaiting information from the developer. 
 
Capacity on the Peninsula 
A large deputation from the FSPCF and other organisations met with the Mayor and her staff on 27 
May 2013 to discuss a number of key issues relating to the Far South. Amongst these issues was the 
necessity for a Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) in order to provide the necessary input to 



 

 

all planning and zoning legislation. This was agreed to, but the request for a moratorium on 
development until completion of the SEA was turned down.  
 
Environmental sustainability in the Far South is at the heart of the need for the SEA which should be 
completed by October 2014.   
 
Response to City Policy   
One of the most significant policies issued this year, was the scenic route policy which seeks to 
preserve the integrity of the scenic route and ensure that private property owners adhere to the 
restrictions in the area which will protect our World Heritage site for future generations.  
 
The STCA responded in support of this policy as the scenic route is one of our most splendid assets 
and an integral part of our valued tourism industry and our economy.  
 
6. Overnight parking of fishing boats in our area 
Recently the need for safe, secure and legal overnight parking of boats in Greater Simon’s Town was 
raised within the STCA as an issue which needed to be addressed and suitable locations identified.  
 
This is not a simple problem. Fishing is the livelihood of the boat-owners who live far away from 
Millers Point which is the only suitable commercial slipway available to them in False Bay. The fuel 
costs incurred in driving their heavy boats home each day is the reason that they leave them in the 
area. Due to thieves and vandals, they have no choice but to park in well-lit and populated areas. 
 
It will be of great benefit to other road users if suitable overnight parking is found, as it will keep the 
large boats and trailers off our major roads in the South. It is thus in the public interest to find a 
solution which will allow them to leave their boats safely in the area without disturbing the local 
residents or breaking any regulations. 
 
Arne Soderlund has prepared a proposal which is due to be considered and decided on at the next 
STCA meeting on 13 February 2014. The community will be kept advised as to the outcome. 
 
7. Cell Phone Masts 
The installation of cell phone masts in our area is contentious in nature and leaves the community 
divided each time a cell phone mast application is presented. However, the need for communication 
is essential to the community and a way needs to be found to take this matter forward as little 
progress has been made to date.  
 
Therefore, our Councillor has agreed to meet with a senior representative of Vodacom in February 
2014. The purpose of the meeting will be to establish the service provider’s business needs and 
then assess and balance these against community needs to the benefit of all involved. The 
identification of suitable locations for these masts is paramount which should minimise controversy 
within the community resulting in a positive outcome.   
 
8. Metrorail 
A meeting of significance was held with PRASA/Metrorail on 22 October 2013 by our Councillor and 
STCA representatives. The purpose of the meeting was to conduct a site assessment of railway 
reserve land from Fish Hoek Station along the coast as far as Simon’s Town station.  During this tour 
a number of issues were raised including alien overgrowth, broken fencing, derelict buildings on the 
coast, illegal taxis and illegal parking.  
 



 

 

Every issue has been documented and is being vigorously pursued at regular monthly meetings with 
Metrorail particularly as the state of the reserve land currently impacts on the scenic route and 
community safety. It all takes time but it is a good start. 
 
9. Parking and Traffic Problems 
There are some problems that just do not go away. 
 
Illegal parking of tour busses visiting Boulders Penguin Colony 
There is some positive news………… 
There are more maxi-buses making good use of the Martello Road parking with  more midi-buses 
and mini-buses making use of the Seaforth parking. The drop-off point before the pedestrian 
crossing is being used by midi-buses, as they can use the circular rout back behind the School; large 
buses scrape their underside. Thus there has been a reduction in buses dropping and collecting 
passengers before the Miller Road turn-off off Queens Road.  
 
However, illegal parking of certain tour busses especially on Queens Road and near Miller Road 
turn-off continue to cause a great deal of frustration for residents living in the vicinity. It also creates 
a danger for school children and visitors crossing the road, and could lead to accidents happening.  
 
The signage in that area has still not been completed and, without the signage, law enforcement 
cannot be carried out.  
 
Reckless driving and speeding is a harsh reality on our roads. There is a lack of law enforcement so 
on most occasions there are no consequences for offenders. The STCA has been liaising on a regular 
basis with the Principal Inspectorate from Hillstar who are doing their level best to try and provide 
some law and order on the roads in our area. There is also the speeding and illegal parking of taxis to 
contend with. The terrible accident caused by a taxi near the golf course recently was a wake up call 
to the reckless driving and lack of discipline on our roads.    
 
Parking in central Simon’s Town is always at a premium as many motorists park and outstay their 
welcome in the individual parking which has a negative effect on business. This matter is being dealt 
with successfully by the Simon’s Town Business Association. Offenders have been given tickets and 
the situation has improved. 
 
10. Baboons 
Human Wildlife Solutions, who manage 10 troops across the Peninsula, continue to exceed their 
targets set by the City for keeping the baboons outside the urban edge. 
 
Despite the success of HWS, poor waste management by residents and naval establishments 
continues to lure lone baboons or the troop to enter the urban edge.  The longer the baboons are 
kept up in the mountains means they will adapt to a life back in the wild, but as long as there is 
human food available this will be unachievable. 
 
 As a consequence over the last 18 months a number of baboons have been euthanized for their 
raiding behaviour in terms of the baboon protocols. Unfortunately this is the strategy being used by 
the Authorities with little done about human negligence or the lack of law enforcement, the major 
contributing factors to baboon euthanasia, which is unethical and unacceptable. 
 
Urban development, densification (in terms of the new Cape Town Zoning Scheme) and 
inappropriate development promise to reduce baboon home ranges even more. This presents an 



 

 

insurmountable problem as the baboons are already hemmed in on our much sought after 
Peninsula, making conflict with humans unavoidable.  
 
What is equally perturbing, is that the City are considering  budget cuts for baboon management, 
which could revert our neighbourhood back to the previous high level of baboon-human conflict, 
which must be avoided at all costs. The baboon situation has been restored from chaos to peace and 
it would be most ill timed and ill advised of the City to consider budget cuts at this juncture. 
 
The STCA will keep the community informed and may call on your collective voice in order to lobby 
for an adequate budget from the City for baboon management.   
 
As the outgoing Chairperson, I would like to say that the civic association has been managed for 
many years by a small number of long serving and dedicated volunteers. These last 12 months have 
been a catalyst for change, and in consultation with individual committee members, it has been 
agreed that a new leadership group needs to be recruited to take the civic forward to meet future 
challenges. 
 
As an interim measure, a small civic leadership group will take the STCA forward in 2014 with a view 
to recruiting new members from across Greater Simon’s Town who will eventually take over and 
manage the civic. Some ‘younger Turks’ are needed to fill the ranks of the committee so please come 
forward and offer your assistance. There is a wealth of knowledge and skill within the STCA which 
needs to be handed down to the next generation.  
 
It is anticipated the modus operandi of the civic will be significantly different from the past with the 
focus on a limited number of key issues, hence the need and drive towards more community self 
sufficiency.  
 
More and more civic based organisations are holding fewer meetings with most of the business 
conducted by email.  To my mind, it would suffice to hold ad hoc meetings during the year to 
address key issues and an AGM. In this way the workload would be considerably lightened, 
manageable and take up a lot less time. 
 
It is time for change and community spirit is integral to that change. The civic can only succeed with 
the support of the community.  So please become a member, subscribe to the community blog and 
to the community email list so you can be kept informed of what is going on in your community 
every step of the way. Think of ways in which you a as a community member can make a 
contribution to support the efforts of your civic.  
 
If you would like to offer some of your time to the civic please send an email to stcamail@gmail.com 
and we will contact you. 
 
We live in a place of infinite beauty, a veritable paradise, so let us protect it. 
 
Kind Regards 
Lorraine Holloway 
Chairperson, Simon’s Town Civic Association 
February 2014 
 
 
PS Pictures speak louder than words so please take a look at our pictures on the blog which try to 
emulate some of what has been said in my report. I hope you enjoy them. 
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